shall be at once dispensed with, and he shall hare no further claim on the department.
14. If the services of an officer be temporarily dispensed with in consequence of a reduction of establishment, lie shall bo granted the rates of half-pay fixed by Article 10 until there be an opportunity of re-employing him, or, if lie have served five years, he may retire from the service with a gratuity according to the rates specified in Article 12.
15. Every year it shall be competent for our Commanderin-Chief, on the recommendation of the Director-General of the Army Medical Department, to select, with the approval of our Secretary of State, a number of surgeons not exceeding six, who shall be retained in the service, and shall be promoted after twelve years' service on full-pay to the rank of SurgeonMajor.
16. All promotion from the rank of Surgeon-Major to that of Deputy Surgeon-General, and from the rank of Deputy Surgeon-General to that of Surgeon-General, shall be given for ability and merit upon the selection of our Commander- 
